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Uppsala – first class choice for biology studies
Uppsala University is among the world leaders in biological research
with centres of excellence and strong research groups in such widely
different fields as evolutionary biology, genomics, ecology, limnology,
RNA research, biophysics and structural biology. Studying ecology and
environmental science in Sweden is facilitated by easy access to pristine
nature for field studies. Uppsala is also situated in one of Europe’s major
biotechnology regions with a great number of small and large biotech
companies, influenced by, and employing, new researchers from Uppsala
University. Collaborations among Uppsala University, biotech companies
and national authorities generate a stimulating education environment.

Close connection to current research
This Master Programme in Biology is characterised by close connections
to the frontlines of research within the area. The teachers are all active
researchers in different research fields within Biology, and as a student
here you will come into close contact with researchers at the frontline of
internationally reputable science.

Programme content
The education includes lectures, lab training, excursions, seminars and
project work. Theory and thorough practical training are integrated in the
courses. In all our courses, a major aim is to stimulate and encourage analytical thinking and the ability to solve problems using new knowledge.
The Master Programme in Biology offers many alternative course
combinations, and there are a number of specialisations preparing for research or professions outside the academy. Each specialisation has a set of
profile courses, with possibilities to add other courses aiming at different
professional careers. The first year is devoted to courses. The second year
can focus completely on research and practical training in the form of
internship and degree project. For examples of degree projects see:
www.ibg.uu.se/biologyprojects

Career opportunities
By combining suitable courses in your MSc with a relevant degree
project you will be well prepared for a job career e.g. in the industry,
in companies, national agencies or NGOs as well as within research and
development. You will also have an excellent basis for pursuing academic
research or PhD studies.

Research: www.icm.uu.se & www.ebc.uu.se

Specialisations
Cell and Molecular Biology
This specialisation provides you with an in-depth
understanding from molecular systems to interactions within complex systems and within cells
and organelles. This specialisation is suitable for
pharmaceutical research and other biotechnical
applications, as well as basic scientific research in
cell and molecular biology. The student may also
turn towards microbiology or structural biology.
Ecology and Conservation
Within this specialisation, you may choose among
theoretical courses dealing with plants, animals
and microorganisms and their interactions, or alternatively, vocational courses aiming at a future
career in nature conservation within industry, the
public sector or other organisations.
Environmental Toxicology
This specialisation covers the entire chain of the
impact of chemicals on nature, from biochemical
effects in living cells, via physiological effects on
cells, organs and individuals to consequences at
population and ecosystem levels. The programme
has substantial applied aspects within fields such
as risk assessment, environmental impact descriptions and the testing of chemicals.
MEME
Erasmus Mundus Master Programme in Evolutionary Biology (MEME) is a research-oriented
international programme within evolutionary
biology, linked to the EU’s Mundus scholarships. Applications for this specialisation is not
made through Uppsala University, but instead via
MEME where applications are made for both the
programme and the scholarship simultaneously.
Further information is found at www.evobio.eu.
Evolutionary Biology
This specialisation is characterised by the integration of field, laboratory and theoretical studies,
and embraces areas such as evolutionary ecology,
genomics, macro-evolution and development biology. Studies may also be turned towards biological
multiplicity and systematics.

Genetic and Molecular Plant Science
The growth of plants, developments and interactions with surroundings and other organisms (for
example symbioses) are studied in this specialisation. Applications are found within research, plant
breeding, genetic engineering and biotechnology. It
is given in cooperation with Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences and Stockholm University.
Immunology and Infection Biology
This specialisation focuses on how the immune
system discovers and removes pathogenic bacteria, viruses and parasites. In addition to studies in
microbiology, analyses are also made of events at
cellular and molecular levels when the immune
system overreacts or has insufficient tolerance towards body tissue when, for instance, allergies and
autoimmunity arise.
Limnology – Ecology and Environment of Inland
Waters
The limnology specialisation provides an inter
disciplinary study of physical, chemical and biological processes and their interactions in freshwater
ecosystems. The courses are linked to current research and have strong connections to professional
activities related to the management of water resources.
NABiS: Nordic Master in Biodiversity and
Systematics
This Master is a collaboration among universities
in Sweden, Norway and Denmark. Each university offers courses for organisms for which they
have specialist competence. Combining courses
(largely web based) at different universities leads
to a top quality master in systematics. You will
be trained to gain the systematic and taxonomic
expertise needed in our society to be able to take
action against loss of biodiversity.

Examples of degree projects: www.ibg.uu.se/biologyprojects

Programme length and diploma
The programme starts in late August and consists of two years of full-time study. The
Swedish academic year consists of two terms. The autumn term begins in late August
and ends in mid-January. The spring term follows directly and ends in the beginning
of June. Sweden has adapted to the Bologna model for a harmonised European system for higher education and successful studies at the programme lead to an inter
nationally accredited Master degree in Biology. We have many years of experience
with satisfied foreign students that have taken our programmes.

The basic admission requirements for the programme is a degree at bachelor’s level or higher.

For the specialisations in:

For the specialisations in:

• Cell and Molecular Biology
• Environmental Toxicology
• Genetic and Molecular Plant Science
• Immunology and Infection Biology
the degree must include 40 weeks
of full-time studies in Biology plus 20
weeks of full-time studies in Chemistry.

• Ecology and Conservation
• Evolutionary Biology
• Limnology
• Nabis
the degree must include alt. 1) 60 weeks of fulltime studies in Biology or
alt. 2) 40 weeks of full-time studies in Biology
plus 20 weeks of full-time studies in Chemistry
or Earth Sciences.

For MEME see: www.evobio.eu

For international students a proof of sufficient proficiency in
English is required, verified by one of the following tests:
• TOEFL: mark 4.5 in the written test and a total score of 575
(paper-based test); mark 20 in the written test and a total score
of 90 (Internet-based).
• IELTS (International English Language Testing Service). Minimum
overall score 6.5 and no band lower than 5.5.
• Cambridge CAE (Certificate in Advanced English) or CPE
(Certificate of Proficiency in English), grades A or B.

Selection of applicants
will be based on previous academic studies
and degrees, statement
of intent, work experience (if any) in research
or research-related areas
and degree project.

Costs
For EU/EEA citizens, all higher education in Sweden is free of charge. For students
outside the EU/EEA area, there is an application fee and a tuition fee for studies at
Swedish universities. Uppsala University offers a few scholarships to non EU/EEA
students. The Swedish Institute also offers scholarships. Please see our web site for
more information on fees and scholarships.

Master programme: www.ibg.uu.se/master

Production: Elisabeth Långström, Biology Education Centre, Uppsala University. Illustrations: Torbjörn Gozzi, Ola Lundström. Photos: Katariina Kiviniemi Birgersson, Alex Giacomini,
Martin Ceije, Staffan Claesson, Patrik Lestander, Jens Rydell & Ingela Danielsson, Tommy Westberg. Print: AJ Eprint AB 2012.

Admission requirements

Uppsala University in brief
Uppsala University is a university of the highest international standards. We are consistently
ranked among the top 100 universities in the world and biology is among the strongest fields
of the University. Based on student opinion Biology Education Centre was recently ranked
no 1 in Europe in the Excellence Ranking made by the German Centre for Higher Education
Development (CHE).
Biology education at Uppsala University takes place at Uppsala Biomedical Centre (BMC)
and the Evolutionary Biology Centre (EBC), in an exceptionally international environment
with many international students and researchers. We have excellent facilities with modern
labs, access to wireless network, extensive libraries and a relaxed study environment where
students often study together. All education is closely linked to research and the teachers are
active researchers. The relation between student and teacher is quite informal in Sweden compared to many other countries. During individual courses such as the degree project, students
take part in the activities of research groups and both learn and contribute while working in
the labs and discussing with the researchers.
Uppsala University is the oldest and most well known university in Scandinavia. Eight
Nobel Prizes have so far been awarded to researchers from Uppsala University, and every year
the new Nobel Laureates are invited to Uppsala to give their open Nobel Lectures. You can
watch the most recent on our web.
Uppsala is the fourth largest town in Sweden, with about 200 000 inhabitants. It combines the charm of a small town with the possibilities of a big city. Uppsala has a thriving
student life, dominated by thirteen student clubs that date back to the 17th century, offering
many kinds of social and recreational activites. There are no problems studying and living in
Sweden even without learning Swedish. Many students still like to learn some basic Swedish
in parallel to their master studies in order to get acquainted with the local culture.

Oldest university in Scandinavia – founded 1477
Recently ranked 66 in the world
Education and research in nine faculties
40 000 students
2 500 PhD students
About 400 doctorates per year
About 6 000 employees
Sweden, situated in northern Europe, is a country famous for its
beautiful nature, clean environment, high standard of living, low crime
rate, high technology industry and research, and the Nobel prizes
awarded each year to outstanding scientists from all around the world.

Uppsala University is a modern university with traditions of excellence in knowledge and outstanding research.
Uppsala University is famous for its thriving student life.

Application and more information
Last day for application is January 15 for non EU/EEA citizens. For EU/EEA
citizens the last day for application is April 15. You may apply even if you have
not finished your BSc degree before application. See www.ibg.uu.se/master for
link to the e-application and further information about admission, housing, visa,
etc. The web-based application form opens about one month before deadline.

Uppsala University
Biology Education Centre
master@ibg.uu.se
www.ibg.uu.se

